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"M Michael J. Curley
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DECLARATION

In compliance with the decrees of Pope Urban VIII,
we make all necessary reservations upon the super-
natural character of the facts herein related, in no way
intending to anticipate the judgment of the Church to
which beforehand we submit ours entirely.



The work that appears today on the Green Scapular,
with its origin and the countless favors of which it is
the instrument, has been in demand for a long time.

It 1s true, its marvelous effects were well known, but
its origin remained shrouded in an almost impenetrable
mystery, upon which, however, people were most anx-
ious to be enlightened.

One can easily understand why this mystery might
have prevailed during the life time of the happy seer
of whom God chose to make use for the transmission
of this pledge of salvation, namely Sister Justine Bis-
queyburu, Daughter of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul.

Now her death having occurred on September 23,
1903, the reasons for keeping the secret no longer exist,
and we may at last satisfy the pious curiosity of the
faithful.

I should have wished to do so sooner, had I not been
deterred by Insurmountable obstacles. As these ob-
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VI PREFACE

manner of using it, its efficacy and the approbations of
which it has been the object.

Finally, part third tells of some of the countless
wonderful cures, but especially of the conversions of
which this scapular has been, and continues to be the
instrument.

May our Lord make use of these pages to glorify
more and more the Immaculate Heart of His Holy
Mother, whose badge the Green Scapular is. May He
inspire those who shall read them with an ever iIn-
creasing confidence in the goodness and power of this
Holy Heart, Refuge of Sinners; and, thanks to His
most efficacious intervention, may He see return to His
fold great flocks of strayed sheep who one day In
heaven shall forever praise His divine mercies: Miseri-
cordias Domint in aeternum cantabo (ps. LXXXVIII, 2).

MARIE EDOUARD MOTT,
u. p. o. t. c. m.



PART ONE

SISTER JUSTINE BISQUEYBURU

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Daughter of Clement Bisqueyburu, merchant, and
of Ursula Albine d’Anglade, our Sister was born at
Mauleon (Lower Pyrenees) on November 11, 1817,
feast of St. Martin, was baptized the following day,
and received the name of Justine.

We know almost nothing of her connections and
early childhood, unless it be that her mother’s kinsfolk
lived at Oléron. There she at an early age (for what
motive 1s not known) was intrusted to her maternal
aunt, Miss d’Anglade, and to Mr. d’Anglade, who took
a great liking to her and at his death left her all his
fortune. With them, she grew up, received her First
Communion and was educated.

When the time came for her decision as to a state
of life, the Divine call came to her, though we know
none of the circumstances. All we do know is that she
was then twenty-two years old and that she asked this
permission of her aunt, Miss d’Anglade, who loved her
dearly and who would have wished to keep her. A thor-
ough Christian, however, she would not thwart the de-
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SISTER JUSTINE BISQUEYBURU 9

Christl, she was installed Sister Servant of the Hotel-
Dieu of Carcassonne by Sister Roche.

Many adjustments were necessary in this establish-
ment when she took charge of it. Yet without being
discouraged by difficulties, she resolved to re-establish
order, and courageously set her hand to the work
which, with the help of God, she brought up to ex-
cellent standards.

The following was written to us, May 18, 1907, by
one of her companions who lived with her during the

last seven years of her life:

“Sister Bisqueyburu, very intelligent, and of a quick
and ardent disposition, took personal interest in all the
details of the house; making her rounds through the
duties in the twinkling of an eye, visiting the sick in
their wards, having for each a cheering word and de-
voting herself untiringly to the service of God and the
poor.

“From the start, she undertook to put in good con-
dition the old Hotel-Dieu of Carcassonne, which was
very delapidated at her arrival. She had the floors of
the corridors repaired, as they had suffered from the
dampness that arose from the earth. The large stair-
way leading up to the second floor was built and iron
beds were procured for the poor sick who had been
very uncomfortable heretofore. Near each bed she had
a red marble slab fixed for the convenience of the
service, she even furnished the section reserved for the
officers at her own expense, had gas-light put every-
where and had a clock set in the top of the cupola. As
previously it had been very poor, the usual fare of the





















16 THE GREEN SCAPULAR

under her pillow, saying to myself: ‘If she is the one
to whom this scapular was revealed, the Blessed Virgin
will not permit that her privileged daughter should
leave this world without the succors of religion.” At
once, wonderful to say, she asked for a priest and re-
celved the Sacraments with the deepest piety.

“This was two weeks before her death and during
these last days, so painful for her, she edified us all by
her patience, her gentleness, her kindness with regard
to all.

“Her weakness was as great as her emaciation and
her life could be prolonged only by means of constant
stimulation.

“As she felt her end drawing near, she frequently
raised her eyes to heaven saying: ‘Heaven! . . . Oh!
Heaven . . . Heaven!” And her look seemed to say:
‘Will that beautiful heaven be mine? She dreaded
death, not that she was afraid to die, but, as she ex-
pressed herself, she feared to appear before the Sover-
eign Judge void of merits. ‘What?’ said one of her com-
panions to her. ‘Do you count as nothing those sixty-
four years you spent in serving God and the poor?

‘““‘It is true,” she replied, ‘but what are they worth,
these works? I have been the object of so much adula-

tion! Did I not receive my reward here below?
“But her fears soon vanished and she henceforth
spoke of nothing but heaven and the Blessed Virgin.
“She often repeated to us: ‘Do love the Blessed Vir-
gin, love her much. She is so beautiful!” ‘Sister, one
would think you had seen her,” said Sister Louise to
her. But instead of answering, she repeated: ‘Love her






18 THE GREEN SCAPULAR

the august Virgin who so often deigned to appear to
her in this place of exile!

This was the conviction of the Sisters who best knew
her and had come in closest contact with her. Three
days after her death, one of them wrote to Sister
Naude: “Oh! let me weep with you! It is such relief
to be able to pour the abundance of one’s heart into
the heart of a friend! Yours, dear Sister, understands
mine, and they both had for the dear departed the same
affection, the same veneration. Now they share to-
gether the same sorrow. . ..

“How I love to recall her humility, fervor, regu-
larity! Ever in the path of duty, strong and noble in
the hour of sacrifice, in sufferings, in all sorts of sor-
rows, she was for us the type of a true Daughter of
Saint Vincent de Paul. . ..

“Now she is in heaven and gazes in holy rapture on
Him Who here below possessed all her love, Who was
the ultimate Object of all her actions. I am sure that
her happiness has not bereft her of the memory of
those who weep her loss. We have 1n her a very power-
ful advocate in heaven.”

How much must her glory in heaven be increased
by that train of souls whose salvation was wrought
through the Green Scapular revealed to her by the
Immaculate Heart of Mary!



PART TWO

THE GREEN SCAPULAR
OR

BADGE OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

In part one, we sketched in rather rapid strokes the
life of Sister Justine Bisqueyburu; a life full of merits
and good works, a life which 18 a tribute to the great
Saint Vincent de Paul, whose worthy Daughter she
was. From her life we may glean many lessons of
virtue, which are for us a powerful incentive in the
pursuit of virtue, of generosity in the performance of
duty, of self-forgetfulness in the practice of divine
charity.

But in the religious family of Saint Vincent such
examples are so numerous, that it was not the mere
purpose of relating them which induced us to publish
these pages.

God, by raising up this chosen soul in His Church
and lavishing choice graces up her, did not merely
intend her to work out her own salvation, but had also
destined her for a special mission in which the salva-
tion of a multitude of souls was involved.
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32 THE GREEN SCAPULAR

“The audience with the Sovereign Pontiff was con-
soling. As I was telling him that our Sisters were using
with success the Green Scapular for the conversion of
sinners, I offered one to His Holiness who took it in his
hands, then placed it on his writing desk with the
Miraculous Medal.”

Hence there need be no anxiety about the legitimacy
of this devotion. Not only does it fall under no censure,
but it moreover presents itself to the piety of the faith-
ful with all the warrants required by the Church.

Also after living for a long time in obscurity (too
long, perhaps), it does not fear now to appear in broad
daylight. And the Community of the Daughters of
Charity, while keeping the monopoly of the Green
Scapular, has decided to put it on the market. There-
fore those persons who wish to procure that precious
pledge of salvation must have it blessed by a priest
(any priest has this power), and they must observe
the conditions previously pointed out.

As to the graces of conversion or others which shall
have been obtained by means of the Green Scapular,
those who know of them are requested to send an ac-
count of the facts, exact and authentic as possible, to
Saint Joseph’s, Emmitsburg, Maryland; being careful
to mention precisely the circumstances of time, place
and persons; not fearing under pretense of humility

to give the names. It is a question of glorifying God
and His Most Holy Mother.



PART THREE

THE FAVORS

OF THE GREEN SCAPULAR

The wonders attributed to the Green Scapular are
truly countless. Almost constantly we are informed of
conversions of infidels or sinners who, first rebellious,
declared themselves vanquished as soon as the Green
Scapular was used. Thus are realized the words spoken
by the Blessed Virgin to Sister Bisqueyburu in 1846:
“Yes, 1f it be given with confidence, there will be a
great number of conversions.” (Cures obtained by the
same means are not so numerous, though there have
been some.

It is absolutely impossible here to mention all these
favors. We shall confine ourselves to relating just a
few. They will suffice to justify the promises of the
Blessed Virgin, and to inspire confidence in the use
of this new pledge of salvation which we owe to her
maternal kindness.

This i1s very likely the first or one of the first at-
tributed to the Green Scapular, for it took place Sep-
tember 30, 1842, and the first Scapulars were made
in 1841.

33












THE FAVORS 37

the famous Archconfraternity which bears that name:
a Jesuit Father who i1s not named; two Daughters of
Charity of the Mother House, Sister Henriette and
Sister Grand, on duty in the secretariate, lastly Father
Aladel, Director of the Community of the Daughters
of Charity, and confidant of the revelations of the
Blessed Virgin to Sister Bisqueyburu concerning the
Green Scapular.

It was thus God was pleased to surround this pre-
destined soul, who was soon to appear before His tri-
bunal, with all that could help him to secure a favorable
judgment.

That moment, in fact, was not far removed. ‘“Mean-
while,” related Mr. Letaille, “the worthy Mr. Copin
fell sick. At first it was only a sore throat, a hacking
cough which seemed not very alarming. However, the
case was most serious. Mr. Copin, whose body was
worn out by the privations and fatigues of his military
campalgns, was by these facts predisposed to disease.
His lungs became ulcerated and his condition grew
critical.

“Although he was well aware of it, he did not seem
disturbed in the least. For him it was a conflict to sus-
tain with disease and he loved warfare, hoping to tri-
umph by dint of energy. His energy, let it be said, was
more than ordinary, and he gave many proofs of it
during his illness. One day as he himself had applied a
searing 1ron to his arm, he placed a silver coin on it
and pressed on it so hard that it was all bent. And In
the last stages, when his illness confined him to bed, he
succeeded in overcoming his extreme weakness to at-















42 THE GREEN SCAPULAR

Blessed Mother not to wait a week but to attend to it
the very next day.

Immediately he wrote the following note to Mr.
Letaille: “Most dear friend: I have to speak to you
about many things; and if you could give me a few
hours tomorrow afternoon, I would consider it a great
favor. I made a promise to our good Mother, I prayed
hard to her yesterday and am most anxious to see you
about it. Goodbye, pray for me, I need it so much! It
is In your house I should like to see you; here my
emotion would be too great.

Sincerely yours,
Copin.”

What a sudden and truly miraculous change! That
man, usually so cold, so matter of fact, so far from
any religious practice, now weeps, prays, promises
Mary not to put off his reconciliation, with God, and
writes to his friend to declare himself vanquished!

On receiving this note, Saturday morning, October
1, Mr. Letaille could not control his joy; he sent the
note immediately to Sister Grand, adding to it the fol-
lowing lines. ‘“Dear Sister: This morning on returning
from Mass, I received a very consoling letter from our
poor dear patient. Our good Immaculate Mother came
to his help.—I am sending it to you that you may see
for yourself. How edified I am by his humility and
confidence! ‘I made a promise to our good Mother. ...’
This is the first time, as far as I can remember, that
he made use of this appellation in speaking of the
Blessed Virgin. I do not know as yet what this promise

is. . . . I went right away to see our dear pastor (of
























60 THE GREEN SCAPULAR

his conversion; he let them see without affectation that
he was using the rosary which never left him, as well
as the Green Scapular that hung on his breast. He
spoke to them with humility, but also with firmness,
of his conversion, which he considered the greatest
good fortune of his life.

“At last the end of his suffering came, for he did
suffer greatly, but he knew how to conceal his pain
with great fortitude. He liked especially to reassure
his wife by assuming a cheerful countenance. As he
judged her too weak to assist at his death, he begged
me to keep her at a distance, and he bade her farewell
in a note which he placed under the marble slab of his
writing desk.

“His agony was incredibly sweet. Even then, when
he could no longer hear what I said to him, with eyes
riveted and face aglow, he repeated three or four times
very distinctly: ‘Ah! how glad I am! Ah! how glad I
am!” Then he passed away gently.

“This is, in all simplicity, the relation of that con-
version so surprising to those who knew the previous
dispositions and the mental caliber of Mr. Copin, sud-
denly conquered and transformed by the application of
that blessed Scapular. God has granted me the grace to
witness other very edifying conversions but none has
ever impressed me so strongly as did this one.”

000

It was time for classes to begin in a large High
School, and all the pupils were ready and interested in
the subject, except one, and where was she, she who
was always on time and fully alive to the day’s work?
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Alas poor N. had a heavy little heart that morning and
she was wailting to see the Sister Superior, to unburden
her sorrow to the kind Sister whom she felt would help
1If anyone could.

“Good morning, N., what can I do for you?”’ asked
Sister.

In tears and sobs the young girl said, ‘“Oh, Sister,
my mother will die today, my mother will surely die
today !”

“Now, N., Sister said, “surely your dear mother is
not that ill.”

“I tell you, Sister, my mother will die of a broken
heart today, because my sister is to be married to a
divorced man and nothing will stop her. She has it all
arranged, and they are to be married this morning. Oh,
Sister, my poor mother will die!” And the poor girl
stood weeping by Sister’s side. Suddenly Sister said:
“Your mother will not die nor your sister marry that
man either. Take this Green Scapular home this min-
ute, tell mother to start saying the prayer: ‘Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, pray for us now and at the hour
of our death’ and to say i1t over and over and not to
stop, and I tell you that man will not marry your
sister. Hasten on now, and tell mother this and to say
the prayer with confidence in Blessed Mother, and all
will be well.”

Poor N. started on the way home and did as she was
told. The sorrow stricken mother received Sister’s mes-
sage and with a heavy heart, but as one clutching at a
last straw, she began the hours of prayer for her
poor deluded child. Surely Mary would help in this
hour of anguish! The morning dragged on, the mother












THE FAVORS 55

it would have to be amputated. This was sad, for the
poor woman had no idea her condition was so serious.
She was also a victim of diabetes. The leg was so
swollen it looked more like a pilece of stone than a
human leg. Some days passed and as the leg was
treated every day without showing any improvement,
the poor patient began to be despondent about her cure.

Pitying her condition, a Sister gave her a Green
Scapular, telling her to put all her confidence in our
Blessed Mother. Lovingly and with kisses, she put it
around her neck. The Sister also gave her a prayer
leaflet of St. Joseph, and since it was the month of
March she began a novena to St. Joseph. On the nine-
teenth, feast of St. Joseph, she was much improved,
for the greater part of the pain had ceased and the
doctors now looked for her recovery. At the end of two
weeks she was permitted to return home, where later
on two of the Sisters called to see how she was pro-
gressing. She told them her leg was getting on fine
and that the attending doctor thought that he would
only need to make two more visits before he discharged
her. She was still wearing the Green Scapular and she
said she felt sure her recovery was due to Our Lady of
the Scapular. Again and again, her children, who are
quite grown, expressed thelr appreciation of their
mother’s cure and thelr gratitude to the Queen of
Heaven.

—000

My father, a convert for about eighteen years, left
the Church over fifteen years ago because he said he
could not believe in the Immaculate Conception and



b6 THE GREEN SCAPULAR

in the Infallibility of the Pope. During these inter-
vening years he has often expressed the desire for the
grace of Faith, but it was not until this year that it
came.

Since last May, he has been wearing the Green Scap-
ular and has said the prayer on it, asking others to
pray for him also. Several days before he went to con-
fession, a Sister spoke to him about Our Lady and it
seems that this time our Lord opened his eyes to the
possibility of this mystery.

On the afternoon of the feast of the Green Scapular,
my father went to confession and every day since then
he has received Holy Communion.

He has told me since that he will always wear the
scapular and each month he has a Mass offered in
thanksgiving to Blessed Mother for his return to the

Faith.
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